








 

 
 

 
                                 APPLICATIONS TECHNOLOGY SATELLITE  
 

 
                                                 THE PEACE SAT NETWORK, showing nine of the centres served by the satellite. Six-  
                                                                                                       teen centres are now linked.  
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INTERNATIONAL TSUNAMI INFORMATION CENTER 
 
Syd Wigen's Term Expires  
 
Mr. Sydney Wigen ended his  
two-year term as Associate  
Director of the International 
Tsunami Information Center  
(ITIC) on the 30th of Novem-  
ber and returned to the In-  
stitute of Ocean Sciences, of 
the Department of the En-  
vironment in Sidney, British 
Columbia, Canada.  Mr. Wigen  
served as the first Associate 
Director for ITIC when the  
post was created in 1975 under  
an international agreement 
involving UNESCO- Inter-  
governmental Oceanographic  
Commission and member-states  
of the Pacific Tsunami  
Warning System.  The Cana-  
dian Government most  
graciously supported this  
international post and are presently making a considerable contribution to the IOC- 
Trust Fund for partial support of this post.  
 
 
 
During his tenure at ITIC, Mr. Wigen increased ITIC liaison with agencies and in- 
dividuals concerned with seismic and tsunami observation, research, and warnings, 
assisted in the systematic collection of tsunami data, and begun a n1,;tmber of new 
initiatives, making ITIC a better service for the Pacific Community Nations in- 
terested in mitigating the catastrophic effects of tsunamis.  
 
Organizational Change  
 
Effective November 1, 1977, Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis became full-time Director 
of the International Tsunami Information Center (ITIC).  ITIC is under the auspices 
of UNESCO-Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission, and it is operated by the U.S. 
National Weather Service under an international agreement involving 15 Member  
States of the Pacific Tsunami Warning System.  Dr. Pararas-Carayannis served in a 
dual capacity as Tsunami Specialist for the Pacific Region and as Director of ITIC 
for the last three years.  Increased responsibilities mandated to ITIC and increased 
interest of member countries in participating more fully in Tsunami activities pre- 
cipitated the need for the post of the Director of ITIC to become a full-time 
position.  Dr. Pararas-Carayannis will continue to service as Tsunami Advisor for  
the State of Hawaii.  
 
The ITIC is located on the University 0f Hawaii grounds at 2570 Dole Street, Honolulu, 
Hawaii 96822.  
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Syd and Nancy Wigen departing Honolulu



















 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Participants of the Tsunami Wrng System Coordinating Mtg in Alaska last September.   
L to R: Phil Williams, Jr., Western Region, NWS; Dr. Eddie Bernard, GIG, Pacific 
Tsunami Wrng Center; Stuart Bigler, Director, Alaskan Region, NWS; Charles Woffinden, 
Director, Pacific Region, NWS; Dr. Harold Loomis, Tsunami prgm Leader, Environmental 
Rsch Labs; Dr. Glenn Flittner, Chief, Ocean Svcs Div, NWS; Bert Thompson, U.S. ITSU  
Contact; and Karl Johannessen, Associate Director, NWS.  

 

                  
 
 
 
 
 

General Valentine A. Siefermann, Director of Hawaii 
Civil Defense; Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis, 
Director, ITIC; and Mr. Robert Schank, of Hawaii 
Civil Defense, during a recent Tsunami Luncheon 
Meeting.  

Lt. Dennis Sigrist, new 
Ocean Services Program 
Coordinator for the 
Pacific Region, NWS  

Bertrand Thompson, U.S. National Contact  
for ITSU, and George Pararas-Carayannis,  
during a recent meeting at the Palmer Observa- 
tory of the Alaska Reg~ona1 Tsunami Warning 
System.  

Charles Woffinden, who recently 
retired from his post as Director 
of the National Weather Service 
Pacific Region.  
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